
3 kinds of Competitors: the boxer, the wrestler, and the runner. 

2Tim. 2:5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except 
he strive lawfully.  
Strive for masteries-G118 athleo, ath-leh'-o,(a contest in the public lists); to contend in the 
competitive games: - strive. Compete, contend. 1913Webster- Superiority in war or 
competition; victory; triumph; preeminence.   
Bro. Copley states; read Pg.41.  1Cor.9:24-27, Col.1:29, Ps.18:28-39, 19:5, S.S1:4; run after 
thee, (Run; to run (especially to rush): - break down, divide speedily, footman, guard, bring 
hastily, (make) run (away, through), post, stretch out.) Are we pressing toward the mark for the 
prize? Phil3:11-14 Runners or any type of athlete keeps their body in subjection to attain the 
prize. The vision is before them, their eyes are on the prize, they’re not looking around, not 
looking at their feet but pressing on, (looking unto Jesus) and following the regulations, and 
qualifications, striving lawfully. Without a vision, people perish.Prov.29:18. Josh.1:7-8 the word 
of God, what he has spoken, what is written, if we will believe, He will make known how to 
walk, how to run, how to fight, how to win Christ as our Bridegroom, all by the Holy Spirit, by 
the word of His grace! Col.3; says, let the word of God dwell in you richly. His word alone will 
cause you to grow up in Him in all things being  filled with all the fullness of God. 1Thess.2:13, 
Hab.2:2-3; tables-glisten, a polish tablet. Phil.3:14, 2:16.The church of Ephesus, left their 1st 
love because they drew back because of the sufferings, the entanglements of the world, cares 
of this life; the deceitfulness of carnal riches choked and hindered them. Not striving lawfully is 
not following or heeding Paul’s gospel. One that strives for masteries, that desires to win are 
focused on 1 thing; The Prize, Jesus as Bridegroom. Phil.3:8, 1Co 9:24-27 Know ye not that 
they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  Vs 25-Obtain; to take eagerly, 
that is, seize, possess, etc. (literally or figuratively): - apprehend, attain, come upon, 
comprehend, find, obtain, perceive, (over-) take. Again as we read before; Phil3:11-14. Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life laying aside the weights. Heb.12:1-2, Isa.40:31. 
Paul admonishes the Galatians in Gal.5:7. Hold that fast, let no man take thy crown. Rev.3:11, 
Est.2:17, Prov.12:4, 1Pet.5:4. Jesus wore a crown of thorns that we might wear a crown of gold. 
2Tim4:8, James 1:12. 
The full overcomer, the virtuous woman, is undivided in faith and love and hope for Him. They 
believe God unswervingly; they love Christ supremely and have the blessed hope burning in 
their hearts, their eyes looking for His soon coming.  SO RUN, THAT YE MAY OBTAIN.  Pressing 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
 


